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1. Introduc�on

1.1. This report was commissioned by the trustees of East Boldre Village Hall to fulfil a
pre-commencement condi�on a�ached to planning permission to renovate the original
1918 concert hall and remodel the extensions to East Boldre Village Hall.

1.2. This report sets out the historic development of the building and assesses the special
architectural and historic interest of the building. Local knowledge, documentary,
photographic and cartographic research has also been used to inform the assessment.

2. Summary Descrip�on and Historical Study

2.1. The postal address of the building is: East Boldre Village Hall, Main Road, East Boldre,
Brockenhurst, Hampshire, SO42 7WD. OS Grid Reference: SU 373 006.

2.2. The building known as East Boldre Village Hall, is owned by the community of East Boldre
but stands on Crown grazing land, which is owned by Forestry England. It currently
operates as a village hall under a 60-year licence issued by Forestry England on
22 September 2016. East Boldre Village Hall operates as a Charitable Incorporated
Organisa�on (CIO), Registra�on No 11645494, and is managed by a commi�ee of seven
volunteer trustees. Patron, Ralph, 4th Baron Montagu of Beaulieu.

2.3. The land on which the hall stands is New Forest Crown grazing land which has the following
na�onal and interna�onal designa�ons: The New Forest; Special Protec�on Area (SPA);
Special Area of Conserva�on (SAC); Ramsar Wetlands Area; Site of Special Scien�fic Interest
(SSSI); and Na�onal Park.

2.4. Neither the building nor any part of it is listed.

2.5. The hall was built circa 1918 on the WW1 military training airfield known as RFC (Royal
Flying Corps) Beaulieu and later, a�er 1 April 1918, RAF Beaulieu. It was also known as
Beaulieu Training Depot Sta�on. It was built as a concert hall by the YMCA adjacent to, and
connected to, the main YMCA building. At the north end of the concert hall, a �mber barn-
like extension existed which more than doubled the sea�ng capacity of the theatre (see
Appendix 1).

Locally, the hall was always known as the YMCA Hall but, as late as 2007, the idea that the
building was originally an Officers’ Mess appeared in the village. In the first edi�on of
‘Twelve Airfields’, Alan Brown, a local airfield historian and author, sketched the hall and
added the cap�on, “The YMCA Building of the 1916 Training Site now the Village Hall.” In
the second edi�on of the book, published in 2007, the cap�on changed to, “Old Officers
Mess – later YMCA, now The Village Hall.” A�empts to find evidence for the Officers’ Mess
story yielded just a third-hand oral history, i.e., “Mrs X said that Mrs Y told her that her
great aunt said she served officers in the hall.” The story struck a chord with the
community, possibly because the gravitas associated with an Officers’ Mess cannot be
matched by a YMCA concert hall, and the community o�en refer to the hall as ‘The
Officers’ Mess’.

An asset plan of Beaulieu Training Depot Sta�on from the ‘Quarterly Survey of RAF Sta�ons:
Bri�sh Isles, September 1918’ held in the Na�onal Archive (AIR 11/180) shows just one
Officers’ Mess sited in West Camp, about a mile from the village hall.
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2.6. At the end of WW1, the airfield closed and 148 buildings and their contents, including two
10,000-gallon water towers, were sold by auc�on. The auc�on took place over three days
from 24th to 26th August 1920. The YMCA concert hall, however, was sold a year before the
auc�on and, therefore, it was not included in the auc�on catalogue. The concert hall was
purchased by Mr I Power of Brockenhurst in 1919. Mr Power dismantled the �mber
extension and removed it to Brockenhurst where it was reassembled and used as a Legion
Hut. The brick-built part of the building was to be demolished but the Vicar of East Boldre,
the Rev TJ Draper, approached Mr Power to ask if it could remain as a parish hall. Mr Power
said he would give it to the village if the Forestry Commission would consent to it
remaining on the forest. In November 1919, the Forestry Commission gave permission and
issued a licence, on condi�on that an annual rent of one shilling was paid. The north end of
the hall, which was now open to the elements was covered with boards, a lean-to kitchen
and toilet was added, the concrete floor was boarded over and the hall was furnished as a
parish hall. (See Appendix 1).

(Source: PCC records - Hampshire Records Office 3M83/PX1 – 1952–1961)

2.7. Village folklore gives alterna�ve accounts of the origin of the village hall. One local family
claims the concert hall was purchased by Eliza Ann House, née Phillips (1859–1935) wife of
Harry House (1860–1941), for the sum of £50 with the inten�on of reloca�ng it for use as a
farm building. But a�er a change of heart she, instead, donated it to the village for use as a
community hall and cinema. Alterna�ve folklore suggests that the Air Ministry gave the
building to the village in recogni�on of East Boldre’s contribu�on to the war effort. No
documentary evidence for either of these stories has been found. It is possible that Eliza
House donated £50 towards the cost of conver�ng the partly demolished concert hall into a
parish hall.

2.8. Correspondence between the East Boldre Vicarage and the Winchester Diocese, between
1938 and 1957, showed that there was confusion about the acquisi�on of the hall by the
parish and a contribu�on of £65 made by the Winchester Diocesan Board of Finance
(WDBF) in 1920. The correspondence is reproduced in Appendix 2. It is likely that the WDBF
paid £65 towards the cost of making the hall habitable.

2.9. For the last 100 years, the building has been used variously as a church hall, a parish hall, a
cinema, a Women's Ins�tute (WI) hall and a village hall. During WW2, it was used as a base
by the local Home Guard. On 11 May 1944, a doodlebug landed near St Paul’s Church,
causing considerable damage. For the next 20 weeks, church services were held in the
village hall (Source: Booklet - ‘The Parish of Saint Paul’s East Boldre 1839–1989 by
D Beckwith).

2.10. On 6 August 1959, the Verderers gave permission for a fence to be placed around the hall
providing it was sited not more than six feet from any walls of the hall and it was
constructed of cle� oak posts and rails. The fence was removed a few years later.

2.11. During the late 1960s, the Verderers and the Forestry Commission gave permission for the
building to be extended by adding flat roof extensions to the north, west and part of the
south sides of the hall. These accommodated a storeroom, an extension to the hall, a
kitchen, ladies and gents toilets and an improved main entrance. At this �me, the roof felt
on the concert hall was renewed.
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2.12. A photograph, taken c1972 (see page 8), shows that the roof, which was of �mber planks
covered with felt, had a dis�nct sag. This persisted un�l 1998 when the roof was
strengthened and insulated, and covered with pressed aluminium sheets which had the
appearance of roof �les.

2.13. During the 1980s, permission was granted for a further extension to the west of the
building to accommodate football changing rooms for East Boldre Football Club. A decade
later, the extension to the south was enlarged to accommodate a toilet for disabled people
and a small office which has been used as a weekly doctor’s drop-in surgery, a mee�ng
room and a consulta�on room for local support counselling.

2.14. In 1990, East Boldre Football Club applied to the Forestry Commission and the Verderers for
a further extension to house a visitors and referee’s suit, but permission was refused. East
Boldre Football Club used the changing rooms for thirty years un�l 2017, when the club
ceased.

2.15. In 2010, a permanent gallery of local historical photographs was created in the hall. The
photographs were provided by Tony Johnson and were restored and framed by Robin
Street. The gallery was dedicated to Alan Brown, a local airfield historian and author.

2.16. The football changing rooms were converted into a small func�on/mee�ng room in 2018
a�er a freak, mini-tornado struck East Boldre on 29 December 2017. It caused considerable
damage to the village and the village hall which lost the flat roof over the football changing
rooms.

3. Level 3 Survey — Historic England Standards

3.1. Current Historic England guidance on standards for Level 3 Surveys is detailed in their
publica�on, ‘Understanding Historic Buildings, a Guide to Good Recording Prac�ce’. The
relevant guidance is reproduced in Appendix 3.
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4. Documentary Research and Schedule of Building Works and Renova�ons

4.1. The date of construc�on of the hall was some�me between Autumn 1917 and September
1918. Military records of the day include aerial photographs obtained from the RAF
Museum, Hendon; an asset plan of Beaulieu Training Depot Sta�on from the ‘Quarterly
Survey of RAF Sta�ons: Bri�sh Isles, September 1918’ held in the Na�onal Archive (AIR
11/180); a perspec�ve drawing of the airfield by WR Steel, the airfield’s architect, dated
1919, and held in the Beaulieu Estate Archive.

4.2.

The photograph above is dated 6 July 1917. The building circled in red is the YMCA to which
the village hall was a�ached, sugges�ng it had not yet been built. The two buildings
outlined in yellow are stable blocks.

4.3. A later photograph shows the stable blocks, outlined in yellow, have increased in number to
four but s�ll there is no sign of the hall in the red circle. This implies that the photograph
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was taken some �me a�er the previous photograph dated July 1917 but the trees in the
background appear to be in leaf sugges�ng it is no later than mid-autumn 1917.

4.4. The asset plan of Beaulieu Training Depot Sta�on dated September 1918 and a perspec�ve
drawing of the airfield by WR Steel, the airfield’s architect, dated 1919, both show the
village hall with an extension a�ached to the northern end of the building. Details from
each of these documents are reproduced below.

September 1918 Asset Plan 1919 Perspec�ve Drawing

Taken together, the photographs and drawings show that the hall was not built before
autumn 1917 but was in place by September 1918. Note that the number of stable blocks
have now increased from 4 to 7.

4.5. From 1919 un�l 1922, the hall was managed by the Vicar and Churchwardens, and records
were kept in the minutes of their vestry mee�ngs.

4.6. From 1922 un�l 1965, the hall was managed by the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and
records concerning the hall were recorded in the minutes of the PCC mee�ngs. They are
now held in the Hampshire Record Office, Winchester.

4.7. In 1965, management of the hall was taken over by volunteer trustees and records are kept
in the possession of the hall’s trustees.

4.8. As described in sec�on 2.6, the building was sold before November 1919, the best part of a
year before the airfield was closed and the military buildings were sold by auc�on in August
1920. The 1919 date coincides with a rapid building program when several accommoda�on
blocks for officers, airmen and women were built at West Camp, about a mile from the
YMCA. With mess halls, entertainment and sports facili�es available at West Camp, the
YMCA and the concert hall probably slipped into disuse. In November 1919, the concert
hall became a Church Hall for the parish of East Boldre. The open end of the concert hall
was boarded up, an alter, a kitchen and toilet were added, a board floor was laid on the
concrete base and the building was furnished as a parish hall. The works cost £332 which
was raised by organising concerts and collec�ng subscrip�ons. The Winchester Diocesan,
Board of Finance gave a grant on condi�on that the hall was vested in the Vicar and
Churchwardens. This was minuted at an Easter Vestry Mee�ng in 1921 (see Appendix 1).

4.9. At the �me of its acquisi�on, the East Boldre Women’s Ins�tute (WI) were tenants of the
hall, and it was agreed that they should remain so. The parish was greatly indebted to the

CB

A

A - Concert Hall
B - Timber Extension
C - YMCA Building

CA
B
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WI for their efforts in maintaining and improving the hall by providing curtains, decora�on,
hea�ng, and day to day management.

4.10. In 1922, the Parochial Church Council (PCC) formed and took over management of hall. The
WI con�nued to take care of the day to day running of the hall.

4.11. In 1937, the subject of vandalism first raised its head. At Lymington Police Court, four
village boys were charged with breaking the parish hall’s windows with stones. Two were
bound over, fined and put on one year’s proba�on.

4.12. On 9 August 1948, a joint mee�ng of the PCC and WI was held to consider improvements to
the hall. The building of new council houses nearby in Sweynes Lease had brought a
poten�ally increased clientele, and it was thought that the facili�es of the hall were now
inadequate and in need of improvement. They suggested that the Parish Council should pay
for the improvements and on 14 August, the Parish Council agreed to fund the project. The
outcome was the submission of a plan to the Forestry Commission to enlarge the hall and
improve its facili�es. Improvements were modest. The only detail recorded in PCC minutes
is the “provision of a smaller bucket and seat for children in the lavatory”.

4.13. On 14 October 1948, the PCC expressed concern that there was “a danger of the hall
becoming known as the W.I. hall” and was keen to reassert its ownership of the building. A
joint management commi�ee was suggested, but it was 1965 before change came about.

4.14. In 1949, Mr Acton offered “an electric light engine for the use of the hall”. The WI
undertook the wiring of the hall.

4.15. On 1 July 1959, Mrs W Murray, Hon Secretary of the Parish Hall Improvement Fund, wrote
to the Forestry Commission to explain that repairs and renova�ons to the exterior of the
parish hall had been completed, “and the building now presents a creditable appearance on
the Forest. Damage is, however, already being done by the ponies and we fear that unless
steps can be taken to prevent further damage, the building will soon revert to its former
condi�on. We therefore crave permission to erect a fence around the hall about six feet
from the building. The type of fence considered suitable may perhaps be suggested if, and
when permission be granted for erec�on.” A pencil sketch of the proposed fence was
a�ached to the le�er. This sketch is the earliest plan of the hall that has been found.

This sketch of the parish hall, drawn in 1959, is the first
plan to confirm the original posi�on of the two external
doorways, one of which is s�ll in use today. The side
door (on the right as drawn) originally connected the
concert hall to the main YMCA building via a covered or
enclosed walkway. Today it is an emergency exit from
the main hall. The door at the bo�om of the sketch was
used as a main entrance and, today, it has been
removed to become part of the corridor leading from
the new main entrance extension to the large hall.

The lean-to extension at the top of the sketch housed
the toilets and kitchen. Subsequently it has been an oil
store and boiler room and today it is a secure room
within the storeroom.

Image: Courtesy Hampshire Records Office
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4.16. On 6 August 1959, The Deputy Surveyor of the New Forest replied to Mrs Murray as
follows:

‘East Boldre Parish Hall, Permission No. 352

‘I refer to your le�er of 1st July and am pleased to be able to inform you that the Agreement
of the New Forest Verderers had been obtained to the erec�on of a fence around the Parish
Hall, with a condi�on that the fence shall be sited not more than six feet away from the
walls of the hall and that it will be constructed of cle� oak posts and rails.

‘It will therefore be in order for your commi�ee to proceed with the erec�on of the fence
and perhaps you will inform me when the work has been completed so that the
authorisa�on may be incorporated in the terms of the permission granted in November
1919 in respect of the Parish Hall.’

4.17. The cost of the fence was men�oned in a hand-wri�en note dated 14 February 1960.
“Materials, Say £32 - Labour Voluntary?”

(Source: PCC records - Hampshire Records Office 3M83/PX1 – 1952 – 1961)

4.18. In 1965, plans to build a vestry and church hall next to the church were discussed seriously
and new plans for enlargement and improvement of the village hall emerged. The Vicar and
Churchwardens stepped down from the management commi�ee and were replaced by
volunteer trustees. Management of the village hall was taken over by a representa�ve
commi�ee and, apart from a nominal representa�on on the management commi�ee, the
Church had now disengaged itself from the village hall. From 1965 onwards, records were
held by the trustees of East Boldre Village Hall.

4.19. During the late 1960s, a flat-roof extension was added to the hall to accommodate male
and female toilets, a kitchen and an extension to the main hall, referred to as a common
room which could be par��oned from the main hall with folding doors. (See Appendix 4 for
floor-plans.) The original lean-to kitchen and toilet was converted to a small storeroom with
an oil-fired boiler which circulated warm air through ducts to every room in the hall. The
plans show the original posi�on of the stage-le� door from the entrance corridor and they
suggest the prompt’s corner on stage-right had not yet been added. The works schedule
included renewal of the roof-felt on the hall’s pitched roof. At this �me, the hall was
connected to the mains drainage that was installed to serve the new council housing that
had been built in 1948.

4.20. In 1971, a large storeroom was added to the north end of the hall. The small storeroom was
incorporated into the new storeroom and became an oil store and boiler room. (See
Appendix 5.) The photograph below was taken c1972. The new red-brick storeroom
extension can be seen on the right-hand side. The photograph also shows the new felt roof
covering, wooden window frames and emergency escape doors, which can be seen to be
deteriora�ng at the bo�om. Note also, the sag in the ridge of the roof and the overhead
power line coming in from the le�.
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4.21. In 1981,an applica�on for planning permission to add an extension to the south-west
corner of the building was submi�ed to the New Forest District Council. The extension was
to accommodate the East Boldre Football Club’s changing rooms. The applica�on was
approved and soon a�er, a home-team changing room with showers, an away-team
changing room with showers and a referee’s changing room with a shower was complete.
The changing rooms had doors allowing access to the toilets. (See Appendix 6.)

4.22. As part of a five year improvement plan drawn-up in 1991, 1993 saw the refurbishment of
the kitchen and the replacement of the large windows on the eastern side of the main hall
with doubled glazed uPVC windows. The cost of the replacement windows was £1,457
(Source: East Boldre Village Hall Annual Accounts to 31 March 1994). In 1994, all of the
windows on the west side of the building were similarly replaced with uPVC double glazed
units at a cost of £2,277 (Source: Chairman’s Report, AGM 29 April 1995).

4.23. In 1993, the hea�ng ducts and boiler were flooded when the water table rose to a height
that caused pooling to occur on the heath to the east of the hall. The ducts were
inadvertently placed below the winter water table depth. During excessively wet weather
in the winter of 1992/93, water seeped into the ducts where it collected. Some water
flowed back into the furnace. Hot air blowing over the water in the ducts caused very damp
air “and toxic fumes” to be blown into the hall, causing heavy condensa�on - so heavy, the
trustees described the hall as being flooded. A sump with a float ac�vated pump was
installed below the furnace to remove floodwater into an underground pipe, installed in
late 1993, which discharged the water into a nearby ditch. At the same �me, the gu�er
down pipes were connected to this system which greatly reduced the forma�on of large
puddles between the hall and the road. The works cost £1,903.89 in total. Unfortunately,
the work was carried out without first obtaining permission from the Forestry Commission,
resul�ng in a reprimand and a retrospec�ve applica�on for a licence to install the drainage
pipe on forest land. (Source: Village Hall records including reports and invoices from
contractors and Minutes of AGM , 7 May 1994.)

4.24. Deteriora�ng brickwork was corrected in 1994. Some areas needed re-poin�ng, some
bricks had “blown” and had to be replaced, all of the paint had to be stripped from the wall
and 4 coats of paint plus 2 coats of weather-proofing had to be applied. The work took a
month to complete and cost £2,500 (Source: Minutes of AGM, 29 April 1995). The
photograph, taken c1994, shows new uPVC windows and an area of exposed brickwork in
the process of being repaired. Note the sagging roof and roofing felt, and the original
brickwork that appears to show grey coloured bricks. Some exposed bricks in the green
room confirm the grey colour.
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4.25. In 1998, the main entrance was enlarged and improved to accommodate a disabled toilet
and an office which was used variously for a theatrical prepara�on area, a quiet room for a
counselling service and a doctor’s drop-in surgery. At this �me, the original stage-le� door
to the main entrance corridor was removed from the side of the stage and was replaced
with a sliding door at the back corner of the stage. (See Appendix 7.)

4.26. At the same �me, the felt was removed from the roof, the sagging ridge was straightened
and strengthened, and the planks were covered with thin insula�ng ‘blankets’ which were
then covered with aluminium sheets, moulded to give the appearance of roof �les. The
insula�ng blankets took the form of silvered plas�c bags containing insula�ng material,
possibly glass fibre. At the �me, it was hailed as ‘space age technology’ despite its rela�vely
poor insula�ng proper�es but its memorable effect was to make people think the roof
needed maintenance. Looking up at the gaps between the roof planks, people saw light
being reflected from the silvered plas�c giving the appearance of a hole in the roof.
Strangely, this happened both during daylight hours and at night! This illusion con�nued
un�l be�er insula�on was added to the roof in 2005. A Lo�ery grant of £37,950 had been
obtained for the disabled toilet and small office extension and for repairs to the roof.
(Source: East Boldre Village Hall Minutes of AGM, 5 May 1998.)

The photograph below was taken between late 2002 and early 2003. The roof has been
straightened and the new aluminium roof panels are in place. The emergency exit doors
have been repainted which was recorded in minutes for the AGM held on 5 May 2003 (see
sec�on 4.28).

4.27. The small office is o�en called the Doctor’s Room because a weekly drop-in surgery was
held in this room, staffed by doctors from the Red and Green Prac�ce of Hythe and
Blackfield. The surgery dates back to the 1970s when it was held in the main hall with
pa�ents wai�ng in the corridor. The minutes for the AGM held on 11 May 1993 report that
“the doctor now holds the surgery in the kitchen which has greater privacy than the hall.”
The drop-in surgery persisted for over ten years but eventually closed because of NHS cuts
and the lack of fast Internet and poor mobile phone signals in the village. The office was
also used regularly by a local counselling service.
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4.28. In 2001, a quota�on was obtained from Broadchalk Door Services of Winchester, dated 5
September 2001, for the ‘supply and fi�ng of new �mber framed, ledged and braced doors
to match exis�ng’, for the sum of £1,074.69 plus VAT. The quota�on noted that the crash
bars (panic bolts) were not up to current Bri�sh and EU standards and quoted a further
£185 plus VAT to rec�fy this. The quota�on was marked, “Put on hold 9/10”. It appears that
the new �mber doors were not installed because the minutes for the AGM held on 5 May
2003 record, “… and the fire doors from the main hall had been repaired and repainted.” By
2012, the doors were suffering from shrinkage and warping, resul�ng in draughts, and the
doors and door frame had deteriorated sufficiently to warrant replacement. To rec�fy the
dra�s, improve insula�on and future-proof the doors against warping and ro�ng, in 2012,
uPVC emergency exit doors were installed in both the storeroom and main hall by Atlas
Windows of Holbury at an inclusive cost of £3,050.00.

4.29. In 2002, the main sewer pipe to the road was replaced. (Source: Minutes of AGM, 6 May
2003)

4.30. Between 2004 and 2006, an extensive internal refurbishment and insula�on of the main
hall was undertaken. Insula�on panels were fixed to the ceiling and external walls, and
covered with plasterboard. Decora�ve wall panels with a ligh�ng rail were fi�ed around the
hall, the oil fired boiler and oil tank were removed and electric radiators were fi�ed. The
increased power usage required a three-phase electric supply to be installed. The Forestry
Commission insisted the new power line be buried underground, not overhead to the
nearby telegraph pole as it had been up to this �me. At this �me, the main corridor and
stage were not refurbished.

4.31. In October 2008, the kitchen was completely refi�ed to include a small, plug-in industrial
dishwasher. The total cost was £6,342. (Source: Annual Accounts to 31 March 2009.)

4.32. In 2009, a grant of £5,000 from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Founda�on
plus £2,633 from Hampshire County Council, allowed the main entrance to be enclosed
with uPVC double glazed doors which greatly reduced draughts in the building. Wall panels
to match those on the main hall were installed in the entrance corridor and the ceiling
above the stage, in the green room and in the corridor were insulated with 100mm Celotex
covered with plasterboard. (Source: AGM minutes, 19 July 2010.)
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4.33. The football club used the changing rooms from 1981 un�l the club wound-up around
2017. On 29 December 2017, a mini-tornado struck East Boldre damaging many homes and
the flat-roof extensions around the village hall. The changing rooms roof was destroyed and
toilets, kitchen, main entrance and storeroom were severely flooded. Miraculously, the
original concert hall was undamaged. As part of the repairs, the changing rooms were
converted into a community room which was named the Robert Coles Room to
commemorate the local historian and author. The total cost of repairs was £43,000 which
was covered by insurance. (Source: Commi�ee mee�ng minutes, 13 September 2018.)



12Level 3 Historic Building Survey
East Boldre Village Hall 2022

5. Descrip�on of the WW1 Building

5.1. General Descrip�on and Loca�on:

5.1.1. The building is located in the village of East Boldre in the New Forest Na�onal Park. It is
sited 29 metres from the road, on Crown grazing land. The postal address of the
building is East Boldre Village Hall, Main Road, East Boldre, Brockenhurst, Hampshire,
SO42 7WD. OS Grid Reference: SU 373 006.

5.1.2. East Boldre War Memorial Village Hall was built c1918 as a concert hall a�ached to the
YMCA building on the eastern edge of East Camp, RAF Beaulieu. As described in
sec�ons 2.5, 2.6 and 4.4, the original building was built of brick with a large, �mber,
barn-like extension to increase the sea�ng capacity of the concert hall. Consequently,
the brick sec�on of the building had only three walls. Despite being a civilian building,
the brick sec�on was built in the military style. The most likely explana�on for this is the
YMCA made use of builders who were working on a modernisa�on program for the
military airfield. Timber structures were being replaced with more permanent brick
buildings and new brickwork accommoda�on blocks were built on West Camp to
replace the tented accommoda�on and �mber barracks on East Camp.

5.1.3. The design and size of the concert hall is similar to other buildings on the military
airfield. The airfield closed in 1920 and the buildings were sold by auc�on. The auc�on
catalogue describes all of the buildings in detail, including the nearby Plane Store,
described as: ‘41� by 30� by 10� 6in to eaves. Built of 4½in brickwork with brick piers.
Roof of built-up principals and �led, with glazed skylight. Concrete founda�ons. There
are four 5� by 3� 6in glazed cast-iron window frames. The electric light wiring and
fi�ngs.’ The descrip�on and dimensions of the plane store closely match those of the
concert hall given in 5.2.1–5.2.4 below.

5.1.4. The design appears to be a standard military design that can be seen in other surviving
WW1 buildings. The image below right shows Building 42 at RFC Hooton Park on the
Wirral Peninsula in Cheshire. It closely matches the design of the YMCA Concert Hall at
RAF Beaulieu (below le�).

5.2. Construc�on and Dimensions:

5.2.1. Most of the surviving part of the concert hall is built of a single layer of 4�⁄� inch wide
bricks and mortar using a simple stretcher bond. The sec�on of gable wall forming the
back wall of the stage appears to be built using a double layer of bricks. Probably more
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recently, the original south-facing single-brick wall inside the green-room has been
covered with plasterboard a�ached to 2” x 2” �mber ba�ens fixed to the wall and,
finished with painted woodchip wallpaper. Over decades, the stage door handle has
punched a circular hole through the plasterboard, allowing inspec�on of the original,
unpainted bricks which appear to grey in colour. The small hole can be seen next to the
door handle of the door to the small office, seen in photograph 38.

5.2.2. The walls are supported with bu�resses, five on each side (east and west) and two on
the gable wall (south). The bu�resses are topped with modern roof �les. Photographs
of similar buildings at RAF Beaulieu taken during WW1 do not show any �les topping
the bu�resses sugges�ng they could be a later addi�on.

5.2.3. The roof is of �mber planks, originally covered with Ruberoid (roofing felt), and
supported by principal ra�ers and raised �e-beams, bolted together with steel plates
and ½ inch coach bolts.

5.2.4. The floor and founda�ons are concrete. Its external measurements are 12.42 metres
(40.75 feet) x 9.35 metres (30.675 feet) x 4.0 metres (13.12 feet) to the eaves and 6.17
metres (20.24 feet) to the ridge. The dimensions and design of the �mber extension are
unknown but drawings suggest its width and height were subordinate to the brick
concert hall. A floor plan is shown in Appendix 10.

5.2.5. Much of the west-facing wall was removed in the late 1960s, when a flat-roof extension
was built along its en�re length. The second bu�ress from the north-end of the building
was removed but the other four bu�resses survive (see Appendix 4).

5.2.6. No original photographs, drawings or plans for the building have been found so
assump�ons have been made about the size, posi�on and construc�on of the windows
on this wall, based on similar buildings and on the windows on the surviving east-facing
wall (see Appendix 10). Throughout the building, the window frames were almost
certainly of cast iron but today, with energy efficiency and insula�on being a high
priority, all of the windows have been replaced with uPVC double-glazed units.

5.2.7. Over the past one-hundred years, much of the external �mber has been replaced at
some �me. The external cladding on the �mber-framed gable end at the northern end
of the concert hall has been replaced, first with asbestos sheets and now, with uPVC
boards.

5.3. Floors:

5.3.1. Today, the floors are concrete covered with 9-inch square vinyl �les. With the excep�on
of the common room extension, which has wooden parquet floor �les, the vinyl �les
are consistent throughout the hall and its extensions because they were installed
throughout the village hall in 1997 and again in 1998 when the last extension was built
(Minutes of East Boldre Village Hall AGM,1 May 1997).

5.3.2. Evidence that the original floor was concrete comes from PCC minutes which describes
the acquisi�on of the concert hall as a parish hall and includes the sentence, “The open
end was boarded up, and a kitchen added, and a board floor was laid on the concrete
one, and the building was furnished as a parish hall”. How long the board floor
remained in place is unknown. It is likely that it was replaced when the first flat roof
extension was built in the late 1960s.
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5.3.3. The 1960s extension was heated using an oil-fired warm air system, circulated around
the building using ducts buried in the floor. Hea�ng outlets were sited in the main hall,
the green room, the stage, the kitchen and the toilets. The ducts were prone to flooding
so, in 1993, a drainage sump and pumping system were installed (see sec�on 4.23). The
system was extend in 1998 to heat the newly added disabled toilets and small office.

5.3.4. In 2005, the oil fired furnace was removed and hea�ng was achieved using electric
heaters. The underfloor ducts remain in place, however, so the drainage sump and
pumping system remain in use.

5.3.5. The stage floor and the green room floor are both suspended wooden floors. The stage
floor appears to have been replaced at some �me, probably when the stage-le� door to
the corridor was moved from the side of the stage to the back during the 1990s. The
green room floor is covered with a fi�ed green carpet. At the back of the stage, the
floor is approximately 95 mm higher than the green room floor because the stage floor
is raked, having a gentle slope down from back to front.

5.3.6. More recently, in 2018, the kitchen floor and the changing room floor were replaced
with new vinyl flooring, following the damage and flooding caused by the mini-tornado
which struck East Boldre in late December 2017.

5.3.7. Throughout the building, most of the original skir�ng boards have been replaced during
periodic works. In 1991, a five-year improvement plan was a�ached to the minutes for
the AGM held on 11 June 1991, in which renewal of the skir�ng boards in the hall,
annex and corridor was recommended. The only skir�ng boards that are assumed to be
original are in the green room. These are rela�vely simple in design and a cross sec�on
is shown in Appendix 14 and photograph 27.

5.4. Doors, Door Frames and Surrounds:

5.4.1. The original concert hall had two external doors. The 1959 sketch plan of the building
shown in sec�on 4.15, shows the loca�on of the doors but not their dimensions nor
their direc�on of opening. The entrance door on the south-facing end of the concert
hall lead directly into the corridor. The entrance on the east-facing side s�ll exists and
originally joined the concert hall to the main YMCA building via a covered walkway.

5.4.2. The south entrance door no longer exists and no photographs, drawings or plans of the
original building have been found. During the construc�on of the first extension in the
late 1960s, the door was removed and the opening widened to the full width of the
corridor. The wall above the door might not have been adequately supported during
the widening process as some se�lement cracks appeared which allowed water ingress.
This was remedied by rendering that por�on of the wall.

5.4.3. When the YMCA building was removed in 1919, the adjoining door on the east-facing
side of the concert hall became an external door. It is unknown when this door became
an emergency exit door, probably when the building was enlarged in the 1960s. These
were �mber framed, ledged and braced doors with crash bars (panic bolts)
(photograph 71). In 2012, the �mber doors were suffering from shrinkage and warping,
resul�ng in draughts, and the doors and door frame had deteriorated sufficiently to
warrant replacement. To rec�fy the dra�s, improve insula�on and future-proof the
doors against warping and ro�ng, uPVC emergency exit doors were installed.
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5.4.4. The original concert hall had four internal doors. A fi�h doorway into the kitchen and
toilet lean-to extension was added when the north-end of the building was boarded-up.
No plans, drawings or photographs of this doorway have been found, if any existed, and
we can only guess about its construc�on. It was replaced during the construc�on of the
storeroom extension in 1971 with a simple, off-the-shelf, hollow flush door which is s�ll
in place today. It is painted to match the wall panels.

5.4.5. Three of the other four internal doors s�ll exist. They are solid panel doors measuring
1,985 mm high by 800 mm wide, with a small varia�on for thickness of paint layers or a
few millimetres shaved off to ease the doors. Each door has nine solid panels, three
across and three high (see photographs 28, 29, 48-51 and scale drawings in
Appendix 14). There is a door either side of the stage proscenium arch, one to the
entrance corridor and one to the green room. The doors and walls either side of the
stage are set at an angle of 33˚ to the line of the stage. On the hall side, they each have
elaborate �mber frames extending into an elaborate �mber header frame, topped with
a moulded cornice. Chips on the cornice suggest it is made of plaster or a similar
material. Some of the fine details of the mouldings have been lost under mul�ple layers
of paint applied over the last 100 years.

The original architrave s�ll exists inside the green room but was lost from the corridor
during renova�ons which could have been in 1996 when vinyl wall coverings were
installed in the corridor or in 2009 when MDF wall panels were installed. The original
architrave was replaced with a simple, modern architrave shown in Appendix 14.

The door to the green room has an original surface mounted mor�ce lock with brass
doorknobs, mounted on the lock rail, but the key has long since been lost. Locking has
been maintained using a tradi�onal Yale rim cylinder lock mounted in the lock-s�le. The
door to the corridor has a modern lever-on-backplate handle with no lock, mounted
through the lock s�le. There are marks and scars on the lock rail and door frame
sugges�ng this door once had a surface mounted mor�ce lock, similar to the green
room door.

5.4.6. The third solid, panelled door, is at the back of stage-right, leading to the green room. It
is painted ma� black on the stage side and white, which has greyed considerably over
the years, inside the green room. The same original architrave exists on both sides of
this door. As the green room floor sits 95 mm below the stage floor, there is a small step
up onto the stage. The door has an original surface mounted mor�ce lock with Bakelite
doorknobs, mounted on the lock rail, but the key has long since been lost. A simple,
small bolt on the green room side, is used the secure the door.

5.4.7. Plans drawn in the 1960s for the kitchen and toilets extension show the original
posi�on of the fourth door leading from the corridor to the back of stage-le� (see
Appendix 4). It is probably safe to assume that this door was of a similar size and
construc�on to the three solid panels doors described above. The door and three steps
leading up to it, were set into the stage with a panel screening the steps from the
audience’s view. During the construc�on of the disabled toilet and office extension in
1998, this door and the steps were removed. The opening was made good in the
corridor and was simply covered with an 8 � by 4 � sheet of chipboard screwed to the
wall on the stage side. There are no signs of the stairwell in the floor, sugges�ng that
the stage floor was replaced at some �me.
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5.4.8. A new staircase and sliding door at the corner of the stage’s back wall, was created
during the construc�on of the disabled toilets extension. This unremarkable door is an
off-the-shelf, hollow flush door which was fi�ed badly and requires constant a�en�on.

5.5. Roof:

5.5.1. The concert hall has a cathedral ceiling with exposed ra�ers, purlins, �e-beams and king
posts. The roof is of 8 inch by ¾ inch rough sawn planks laid from ridge to gu�er,
originally covered with Ruberoid (roofing felt). The planks are supported by four, 5½
inch by 2 inch purlins, each side running the length of the hall. The purlins are spaced
evenly at 4 � intervals, the highest one each side forming the ridge. The purlins are
supported at each end by the gable walls and by three sets of principal ra�ers, secured
with a �e-beam and king posts, spaced evenly along the length of the hall. Triangular
purlin cleats hold the purlins in place (see photograph 69). The stage wall and
proscenium arch might offer some addi�onal support for the purlins. As the original
concert hall did not have a gable wall at the north-end, it is uncertain how the purlins
were supported here. Most likely, it had a fourth set of principle ra�ers which were
subsequently lost during construc�on of the storeroom in 1971. Two of the three
principal ra�ers are of 6 inch by 3 inch rough sawn �mber but the middle ra�ers are
smaller, being of 3½ inch by 3 inch �mber. The �e-beams are of 6 inch by 2½ inch rough
sawn �mber, secured to the ra�ers by steel plates and square head ½ inch coach bolts.
Each king post is made using two 4 inch by 1½ inch planks bolted either side of the
ra�ers and beams (see scale drawings in Appendix 12 and photographs 61-67).

5.5.2. The roof planks, purlins and suppor�ng beams were exposed un�l 2005 when 75 mm
Celotex insula�on boards and plasterboard were fixed to the ceiling in the audience
area, to reduce heat loss. In 2012, thicker, 100 mm Celotex insula�on was fi�ed in the
green room, corridor and the stage area. The insula�on in the audience area was fi�ed
to ba�ens which increased the thickness of the installa�on, completely obscuring the
purlins and cleats, and par�ally obscuring the ra�ers. Ba�ens were not used to support
the Celotex in the green room, corridor and stage area resul�ng in a thinner installa�on
which has le� part of the purlins and all of the ra�ers exposed. When the football
changing rooms were built in the 1980s, a cupboard was built above the corridor
against the ceiling to house a cold-water storage tank and a hot-water tank with two
electric immersion heaters to serve the showers. This cupboard s�ll exists and no
insula�on was fi�ed inside the cupboard, leaving the original roof planks and purlins
exposed (see photograph 68).

5.5.3. Today, rainwater from the pitched roof is carried away in 150 mm (6 inch) half-round
plas�c gu�ers. These replaced the original 4½ inch cast iron gu�ers.

5.5.4. In the late 1960s, when the kitchen and toilet extension was built, new roofing felt was
applied to the roof of the concert hall.

5.5.5. In 1998, the felt was removed from the roof, the ridge was straightened and
strengthened, a thin layer of insula�on was applied which was then covered with
aluminium sheets, moulded to give the appearance of roof �les (see sec�on 4.26).

5.6. Stage:

5.6.1. East Boldre Village Hall has a gently raked proscenium stage, surrounded by a
magnificent proscenium arch. The stage floor is elevated 635 mm above the audience
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area at the front. It measures 4.3 metres from front to back represen�ng 36% of the
length of the concert hall. The stage is widest at the front, measuring 6.0 metres, and it
tapers to 4.8 metres wide at the back wall. The proscenium arch is 5.64 metres wide
and 3.62 metres to the highest point. Scale drawings of the arch with full dimensions
are given in Appendix 13. The back wall leans forward slightly and the raked stage floor,
which is a suspended �mber floor, slopes very gently down from the back. Three steps
and a banister rail have been fi�ed upstage-le� giving access to the audience area. A
well for footlights runs the width of the stage at the front. An air vent measuring
540 mm wide by 410 mm high has been fi�ed through the stage wall to the corridor at
a height of 2.72 metres on the corridor side. The vent has a narrow wooden frame and
fine wire mesh on both sides of the wall. (Photographs 73 and 74)

5.6.2. The proscenium arch and plinths on which they are mounted, are fully integrated into
the walls, there being no percep�ble join at the back. They appear to be made of
plaster or a similar material. Unfortunately, some corners of the plinths have chipped
over the past 100 years. The arch appears to be in excellent condi�on.

5.6.3. Plans produced for the kitchen and toilets extension (Appendix 4) show the stage had a
door at each side, at the rear of the stage. At the front, stage-right, there was an
opening to the green room. This must have presented a hazard in low ligh�ng
condi�ons as the opening was perilously close to the stairs in the green room. At a later
�me, the opening was boxed-in to form a prompt’s corner. It is a simple �mber
construct, most probably a DIY project by the East Boldre Players. (Photograph 36)

5.6.4. Above the stage, at the same level as the �e-beam, a 4 inch by 2 inch beam spans the
width of the stage near the back. It is fixed to the purlins using long eye-bolts and
�mber ba�ens. A border curtain is a�ached to this beam. Four, 4” x 2” beams, running
from front to backstage, are supported by this beam and the �e-beam. Two shorter
beams rest on the four 4” x 2” beams at the back. This network of overhead beams
offer a range of op�ons for suppor�ng stage lights, borders and curtains. Addi�onally, a
cord-operated curtain rail has been fixed to the �e-beam for a set of cross-stage
curtains. (Photographs 30-34)

5.6.5. The main stage curtains run on a cord operated curtain rail, fixed to a 9 inch by 1 inch
plank running the width of the stage. It is fixed to the wall using �mber ba�ens screwed
to the wall and is further supported by five rough-sawn pieces of wood of various sizes,
fixed to the purlins. They have the appearance of being formed from anything that was
available at the �me. (Photograph 35)

5.6.6. Over the years, a ques�on that has o�en been asked is, was the stage built at the same
�me as the hall or was it added later? Three pieces of compelling evidence suggest it
was built at the same �me as the hall:
1) Adding the stage of such grandeur later would have been a costly exercise but there
is no men�on of this in PCC records.
2) The green room floor closely matches the height of the stage and, consequently, the
window in the raised area is necessarily shorter than the other windows. There are no
signs in the brickwork to suggest the size of the window has been reduced.
3) It was customary for RAF Squadron emblems to be displayed on a shield in a mess
hall or bar and the YMCA logo was always displayed in its buildings. Such a shield exists
above the stage sugges�ng it was built while the hall was being used by the RAF or
YMCA.
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5.7. Windows:

5.7.1. As men�oned in 5.1.3, the original windows were probably of cast iron, as was
commonly found on the buildings on RAF Beaulieu. All of the windows on the west-
facing wall have been lost and those on the east-facing wall were replaced with uPVC
double-glazed units in 1993. New, high-level windows run the length of the west-facing
wall. These were replaced with uPVC double glazed units in 1994.

5.7.2. Two of the windows on the east facing wall measure 1,140 mm (3 � 9 inches) wide by
2,134 mm (7 �) high. The shorter window, necessitated by the raised floor in the green
room, is 1,140 mm (3 � 9 inches) wide by 1,600 mm (5 � 3 inches) high. It is probably
safe to assume the west-facing wall had four windows of the larger size given above.

5.7.3. The windows on the east-facing wall each have a simple canopy constructed of �mber
planks and wedges a�ached to the wall and covered with gri�ed roofing felt
(photograph 07). These are referred to as weather shields in the 1991 five-year
maintenance plan in which it states, “Renew weather shields over windows”.
Photographs of the day show no other similar buildings with window canopies,
sugges�ng they could be more recent addi�ons.

5.8. Kitchen, Toilets and Common Room Extension

5.8.1. The late 1960s extension is an unremarkable, red-brick structure with a flat roof
covered with roof boards and roofing felt. When it was built, the original west-facing
wall of the concert hall suffered significant losses and altera�ons, notably:
• All four of the original windows have been lost from this wall. New, high-level
windows were added above the height of the extension in the main hall and along the
corridor. In 1994, these windows were replaced with double-glazed, uPVC units.
• Half the length of the wall, including two windows and one bu�ress, has been
removed to form the common room.
• Further loss of original material occurred when openings were made for doors to
the kitchen and gents toilet.
• Two bu�resses have been incorporated into the kitchen. One has fi�ed cupboards
and a work surface built around it and the other stands floor to ceiling behind the
kitchen door, forming a natural alcove in the corner of the kitchen. Both bu�resses in
the kitchen have been finished with plaster and painted (photographs 45 and 46). In the
gent’s toilet, a soil vent pipe has been installed beside the end-bu�ress, both have been
boxed-in and the wall plastered and �led (photograph 47).
• The original door on the south-facing gable wall has been removed and the
entrance enlarged to the full width of the corridor and full height of the new extension.

5.9. 1998 Disabled Toilet and Small Office Extension

5.9.1. When this extension was built, the two bu�resses suppor�ng the gable wall remained
inside the extension. They were finished with plaster and later, panelled to a height of
approximately 5 feet, to match the wall panels in the main hall. A doorway was cut
through from the green room to the small office. Because of the elevated floor in the
green room, a movable set of steps were installed in the small office. Later, in 2015,
some grab rails were installed to improve safety on the steps.
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5.10. War Memorial

5.10.1. A war memorial for the fallen of East Boldre and Beaulieu for both World Wars, was
a�ached to the southern gable wall of the building. It consists of two granite plaques
with lead le�ering (see photograph 06). This was renovated and relocated to a similar
posi�on on the 1998 extension by Hoare Banks and rededicated by the vicar on 7
November 1998 (Source: Minutes of AGM on 27 April 1999). The le�ering was restored
in 2015 by Allstone Stonemasons of Southampton who replaced missing le�ers and
they were repainted by East Boldre resident, Sue Adams.

5.11. Hea�ng:

5.11.1. As gas has never been available in the village and electricity came to the hall as late as
1949 when Mr Acton offered “an electric light engine for the use of the hall”, it must be
assumed that the original parish hall was heated using a solid fuel stove burning wood
or coal. It is probably safe to assume that there was also a solid fuel oven or stove in the
lean-to kitchen/toilet area built against the newly boarded-up north wall (see sketch
plan in sec�on 4.15 and plans in Appendix 4). There are no wri�en or photographic
records of a solid fuel stove or a chimney/flue other than the flue for the oil-fired
furnace installed in 1969. The most likely loca�on for a stove is the north end of the hall
with the flue passing through the newly boarded-up end wall or possibly a shared
chimney/flue with the kitchen stove.

Evidence for solid fuel hea�ng is seen in the parish hall hiring charges for 1926 which
are given as:

A�ernoon No light or fire 1/.
A�ernoon With fire 2/6.
Evening 7 to 10 pm 7/6.
Evening 7 to 12 10/.
Evening 7 to 2.30 15/.

(Source: PCC Minute Book 1920-1940, held at Hampshire Records Office 3M83/PP1)

5.11.2. In 1969, the hea�ng was upgraded to an oil-fired furnace which circulated warm air
throughout the hall (see 5.3.3 above).

5.11.3. In 2005, a more powerful oil-fired furnace was installed but frequent complaints about
the noise and smell resulted in the decision to remove the warm air system and install
electric, water-filled radiators linked to a wireless wall thermostat/programmer. To
accommodate the high current required, the hall’s electricity supply was upgraded to a
3-phase system.

5.11.4. The electric radiators described above proved to be inefficient and unreliable. Much of
the heat rose to the apex of the ceiling (approximately 6 metres high) leaving the hall
feeling cold. The over-complicated radiators required constant repairs, mostly under
guarantee but by the end of 2010, three units had failed completely. In January 2011,
the whole system was removed and six 3kW electric fan heaters, with thermostats and
climate control, were installed in the hall at an inclusive cost of £1,630.00. The new
heaters fan the hot air down to the floor, making the hall comfortably warm in just
10-20 minutes and they have been trouble-free since installa�on.
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6. Statement of Historical Significance

6.1. Internet searches for WW1 YMCA or military concert halls or theatres, built on military
camps in the UK, produce a number of hits but the only reference to a surviving concert
hall is East Boldre Village Hall. Few of the photographs of such concert halls, taken during
the First World War, show stages as magnificent as that of East Boldre. Most are simply
raised pla�orms at the end of a hall. The YMCA concert hall in the grounds of Grey Towers,
the New Zealand Convalescent Hospital in Hornchurch, Essex, had an impressive stage but
without a proscenium arch. It had a simple, rectangular frame.

From the outside, the building has the appearance of a u�litarian military workshop,
warehouse or technical building. For the best part of a century, the Forestry Commission
described the building as ‘an ex-army hut’. But this beli�les its surprising interior with its
magnificent proscenium stage framed with a splendid arch mounted on ornate plinths, set
between two hand cra�ed doors with elaborate architraves and surrounds. No other WW1
building survives on New Forest Crown grazing land and it is quite possible that East Boldre
Village Hall is unique na�onally, being the only surviving, purpose built concert hall of such
interior grandeur to be built on a military camp.

6.2. Historically, the building is of great local interest. Along with Beaulieu Abbey Church, it is
the spiritual home in the UK for No. 84 Squadron, RAF. On 7 January 1917, 84 Squadron
was formed at East Boldre (RFC Beaulieu). A�er training, they were sent to France and
became a fighter squadron on the Western Front. At that end of the war, they became part
of the Bri�sh Army of Occupa�on in Germany and since that �me they have been based
overseas throughout Europe, the Middle East and the Far East. Today, they are a helicopter
search and rescue squadron based in Cyprus. Since 1917, 84 Squadron has never been
based in the UK and, consequently, they regard East Boldre and Beaulieu as their spiritual
base in the UK. Two of their three Squadron Standards have been laid up in Beaulieu Abbey
Church and their Squadron Crest has been Dedicated into the Trust of East Boldre Village
Hall, where it is displayed above the historic stage (see photograph 22). On 7 January 2017,
84 Squadron flew in from Cyprus to hold their 100-year anniversary at East Boldre and at
Beaulieu.

6.3. At its height, in 1918-1919, approximately 2,000 RAF personnel were sta�oned at East
Boldre - about three �mes the popula�on of the village. During WW1, there were many
flying accidents which le� their mark on the village, some of which were fatal, killing at
least forty-seven airmen. Nineteen of these young men are buried in St. Paul’s Churchyard,
about 330 metres south of the village hall. However, none of their names are recorded on
the war memorial for Beaulieu and East Boldre (WW1 and WW2), which is embedded in
the wall of East Boldre War Memorial Village Hall, adjacent to the main entrance.
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7. Appendices

Appendix 1 - Documents Rela�ng to the Ownership of the Hall

Source - Hampshire Records Office 3M83/PX1 – 1952–1961

Image: Courtesy Hampshire Records Office

In this document, Fred Page describes with some authority the origin of East Boldre Village Hall.
Although this ar�cle is dated April 1947, Fred Page was fully involved with the hall from the start
and, therefore, his ar�cle should be regarded as factually accurate.

Minutes of the 1921 Easter Vestry Mee�ng, (two paragraphs transcribed below) show that Fred
Page was present at the mee�ng which was about 18 months a�er the hall was acquired by the
Church, (Source: Hampshire Records Office 3M83/PV1). The Minute Book for the Parochial Church
Council, which took over the running of the hall in 1922, show that he was in regular a�endance
(Source: Hampshire Records Office 3M83/PP1).
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Extract transcribed from the handwri�en Vestry Mee�ngs Minute Book:

“1921 The Easter Vestry Mee�ng

“The Easter Vestry Mee�ng was held in the Parish hall on Easter Tuesday, March 29th at 7.p.m. The
Vicar presided. There were present Miss Jackman, Miss Thomas, Miss Draper, Mrs Wheller, Mrs J.
Crouch, Miss Willis, Mr & Mrs Page, Mr F. Page, Mr J. Ellis, Mr C. Lowe, Mr G.Lowe, Mr Wheller,
Mr J. Crouch, Mr Edgar Vardy & Mr R. Ma�hews. The mee�ng opened with Solemn Prayers. The
Minutes were read and confirmed.

…

“A Statement was then made respec�ng the Parish Hall which had been acquired during the year, &
which had rendered possible an advance in connec�on with the Social Side of the work of the
Parish. The Vicar Stated the Parish Hall had been Vested in the Vicar and Churchwardens for the
�me being, and would be controlled by them un�l a debt was liquidated, which was not a serious
item. He said it seemed li�le short of a miracle that since the last Easter Vestry no less a Sum than
£332 had been raised to Purchase, alter, provide a kitchen and furnish the hall, & their present
Liabili�es did not Exceed £58.”
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Notes: Rev. John Thomas Draper was Vicar of East Boldre during and a�er WW1.

Rev Cecil H Gilson was Vicar of East Boldre in 1942.

Le�er reproduced courtesy of Tony Johnson

Appendix 2 - Correspondence Between East Boldre Vicarage and
the Winchester Diocesan Board of Finance
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The reply to Rev Gilson’s enquiry was fairly brief and unhelpful. In 1957, a typed copy was made of
the le�er wri�en in 1942 to Rev Gilson. The typed copy shows the date of the copy rather than the
original date of the le�er:

Le�er reproduced courtesy of Tony Johnson
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Notes:

White, Nash and Brooks, later to become White, Brooks and Gilman, is a long established firm of
solicitors in Winchester who relocated to Chandlers Ford in December 2009.

Le�er reproduced courtesy of Tony Johnson

In 1957 Mrs FH Collins, presumably the wife of Rev FH Collins who was Vicar of East Boldre at this
�me, wrote to the Winchester Diocesan Board of Finance (WDBF) asking the same ques�ons. Lt
Col HE Madge wrote the following reply:
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5.3.1 Level 3 is an analy�cal record and will comprise an introductory descrip�on followed
by a systema�c account of the building’s origins, development and use. The record
will include an account of the evidence on which the analysis has been based,
allowing the validity of the record to be re-examined in detail. It will also include all
drawn and photographic records that may be required to illustrate the building’s
appearance and structure and to support an historical analysis.

5.3.2 The informa�on contained in the record will for the most part have been obtained
through an examina�on of the building itself. The documentary sources used are
likely to be those which are most readily accessible, such as historic Ordnance Survey
maps, trade directories and other published sources. The record may contain some
discussion the building’s broader stylis�c or historical context and importance. It may
form part of a wider survey of a number of buildings which will aim at an overall
synthesis, such as a thema�c or regional publica�on, when the use of addi�onal
source material may be necessary as well as a broader historical and architectural
discussion of the buildings as a group. A Level 3 record may also be appropriate
when the fabric of a building is under threat, but �me or resources are insufficient to
allow for detailed documentary research, or where the scope for such research is
limited.

5.3.3 A Level 3 record will typically consist of:

Drawing – normally item 2; some�mes one or more of items 3-12 (see numbered list
in 4.3.3 copied below)

Photography – items 1-9; (see numbered list in 4.4.8 copied below)

Wri�en Account – items 1-3, 6-9, 11-13, 23; some�mes items 5, 14-16, 18-20, 22 &
24 (see numbered list in 4.5.1 copied below)

Types of drawing

4.3.3 A building record may contain one or more of the following drawing types.
This list should be referred to when deciding on a record level as outlined in sec�on
5.

Either

1 Sketched plan, sec�on, eleva�on or detail drawings (when no more thorough
drawn record is made). Sketches may be roughly dimensioned.

Or

2 Measured plans (to scale or fully dimensioned) as exis�ng. These may extend to all
floors, or they may be restricted to one or a selec�on. The la�er op�on may be
appropriate, for example, in a town-centre building where an upper floor has been
li�le altered. Buildings with a repe��ve structure may also be planned on one floor,
but a note or a sketch plan should be made to indicate the arrangement of other
floors. Plans should show the form and loca�on of any structural features of historic

Appendix 3 - Current Historic England guidance on standards for Level 3 Surveys.

Reproduced from their publica�on, ‘Understanding Historic Buildings, a Guide to Good Recording
Prac�ce’



27Level 3 Historic Building Survey
East Boldre Village Hall 2022

significance, such as blocked doorways, windows and fireplaces, masonry joints,
ceiling beams and other changes in floor and ceiling levels, and any evidence for
fixtures of significance.

Further drawing types as required, from:

3 Measured drawings recording the form or loca�on of other significant structural
detail (for example �mber or metal framing).

4 Measured cross-sec�ons or long-sec�ons to illustrate the ver�cal rela�onships
within a building (for example floor and ceiling heights, the form of roof trusses).

5 Measured drawings to show the form of any architectural decora�on (for example
the moulding profiles of door surrounds, beams, mullions and cornices) or small-
scale func�onal detail not easily captured by photography. A measured detail
drawing is par�cularly valuable when the feature in ques�on is an aid to da�ng.

6 Measured eleva�ons, where these are necessary to an understanding of the
building’s design, development or func�on

7 A site plan rela�ng the building to other structures and to any related
topographical and landscape features.

8 A plan or plans iden�fying the loca�on and direc�on of accompanying
photographs.

9 Copies of earlier drawings throwing light on the building’s history.

10 Three-dimensional projec�ons when these are of value in understanding the
building. If these are to be considered components of the record, they must always
be accompanied by measured plans, sec�ons and eleva�onal details.

11 Reconstruc�on drawings and phased drawings, when these are of value. In
phased drawings successive phases of a building’s development may be shown by
graded tone (dark to light, with the darker being the earlier) or by colour, by
sequen�al diagrams or by annota�on. Whenever phased drawings are included in a
record, they must be accompanied by the unmarked drawings on which they are
based.

12 Diagrams interpre�ng the movement of materials (process flow) or people
(circula�on), or the segrega�on of people or ac�vi�es (for example permeability
diagrams), where these are warranted by the complexity of the subject. As with 10
and 11, the evidence suppor�ng the interpreta�ons must be provided.

4.4.8 (Photography)

Site photography may include one or more of the following. This list should be
referred to when deciding on a record level as outlined in Sec�on 5.

1. A general view or views of the building (in its wider se�ng or landscape if 2
(below) is also to be adopted).

2. The building’s external appearance. Typically a series of oblique views will show all
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external eleva�ons of the building, and give an overall impression of its size and
shape. Where individual eleva�ons include complex historical informa�on it may
also be appropriate to take views at right-angles to the plane of the eleva�on.

3. Further views may be desirable to reflect the original design inten�ons of the
builder or architect, where these are known from documentary sources or can be
inferred from the building or its se�ng.

4. The overall appearance of the principal rooms and circula�on areas. The approach
will be similar to that outlined in 2.

5. Any external or internal detail, structural or decora�ve, which is relevant to the
building’s design, development and use, with scale where appropriate.

6. Any machinery or other plant, or evidence for its former existence.

7. Any dates or other inscrip�ons; any signage, makers’ plates or graffi� which
contribute to an understanding of the building. A transcrip�on should be made
wherever characters are difficult to interpret.

8. Any building contents which have a significant bearing on the building’s history
(for example, a cheese press, a malt shovel).

9. Copies of maps, drawings, views and photographs, present in the building and
illustra�ng its development or that of its site. The owner’s wri�en consent may be
required where copies are to be deposited in an archive.

4.5.1 (Wri�en Account)

Introductory material

1 The precise loca�on of the building as an address and in the form of a Na�onal
Grid reference.

2 A note of any statutory designa�on (that is, lis�ng, scheduling, Register of Historic
Parks and Gardens, conserva�on area). Informa�on on statutory designa�ons can be
found on the Historic England website. Non-statutory designa�ons (local lists) may
be added.

3 The date when the record was made, the name(s) of the recorder(s) and the
loca�on of any archive material.

4 A summary statement (when no more detailed account is intended) describing the
building’s type or purpose, historically and at present, its materials and possible
date(s) so far as these are apparent from a superficial inspec�on.

5 A contents list; a list of illustra�ons or figures.

6 A longer summary statement. An alterna�ve to 4. This account should summarise
the building’s form, func�on, date and sequence of development. The names of
architects, builders, patrons and owners should be given if known. Its purpose is to
describe the building when no fuller record is necessary. Alterna�vely, it may serve
as an introduc�on to the more detailed body of a record that may follow, for users
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who may need a summary of the report’s findings.

7 An introduc�on briefly se�ng out the circumstances in which the record was
made, its objec�ves, methods, scope and limita�ons, and any constraints. Where
appropriate the brief for the work or the project design should be stated or
appended.

8 Acknowledgements to all those who have made a significant contribu�on to the
making of the record, or who have given permission for copyright items to be
reproduced.

Main report

9 A discussion of the published sources rela�ng to the building and its se�ng, an
account of its history as given in published sources, an analysis of historic map
evidence (map regression) and a cri�cal evalua�on of previous records of the
building, where they exist.

10 An expansion of 9, drawing addi�onally on a range of primary documentary
sources.

11 An account of the building’s overall form (structure, materials, layout) and of its
successive phases of development, together with the evidence suppor�ng this
analysis.

12 An account of the building’s past and present use, and of the uses of its parts,
with the evidence for these interpreta�ons. An analysis of a circula�on pa�ern or of
a decora�ve or liturgical scheme. An account of any fixtures, fi�ngs, plant or
machinery associated with the building, and their purpose. In an industrial building,
a sequen�al account of the way in which materials or processes were handled.

13 Any evidence for the former existence of demolished structures or removed plant
associated with the building.

14 A summary of the findings of any specialist reports (for example
dendrochronology or paint analysis).

15 A discussion of the building’s past and present rela�onship to its se�ng: its
rela�onship to local se�lement pa�erns or other man-made features in the
landscape; its part in a larger architectural or func�onal group of buildings; its visual
importance as a landmark, etc. For more guidance on inves�ga�ng and recording
landscapes see Understanding the Archaeology of Landscapes (English Heritage
2007; revised edi�on forthcoming).

16 An assessment of the poten�al for further inves�ga�ve or documentary work,
and of the poten�al survival of below-ground evidence for the history of the building
and its site.

17 A discussion of the architectural or historical context or significance of the
building locally, regionally or na�onally, in terms of its origin, purpose, form,
construc�on, design, materials, status or historical associa�ons.

18 Copies of historic maps, drawings, views or photographs illustra�ng the
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development of the building or its site (the permission of owners or copyright
holders may be required).

19 Copies of other records of the building, including specialist reports (again with
any necessary permissions), or a note of their existence and loca�on.

20 Any further informa�on from documentary sources, published or unpublished,
bearing on any of these ma�ers, or bearing on the circumstances of its building,
designer, cra�smen, ownership, use and occupancy, with a note on the sources of
the informa�on.

21 Relevant informa�on from owners, builders, architects or others who may be
acquainted with the building, including oral history. The sources of the informa�on
must be given and it is important that the par�cular strengths and weaknesses of
different types of informa�on are weighed.

22 An outline of the significance of the building. This can seek to iden�fy both the
significance of different features or phases of development in the building rela�ve to
each other, and also set important aspects of the building in a regional or na�onal
context.

End material

23 Full bibliographic and other references, or a list of the sources consulted (in long
reports it is preferable to include both). Websites which may prove to be ephemeral
should be avoided as references wherever possible; where their use is unavoidable
the full web address and the date on which the site was consulted should be noted.

24 A glossary of architectural or other terms likely to be unfamiliar to readers. If few
in number, terms may be explained more economically within the text or in
footnotes.
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Appendix 4 - 1969 Kitchen, Toilets and Common Room Extension

Plans for flat-roof extension to accommodate a common room/extension to main hall, a kitchen, male and female toilets and an entrance lobby. The
exis�ng lean-to kitchen/toilet block was reconfigured to accommodate a storage area and space for an oil-fired boiler. Significant por�ons of the
original north-east wall were lost during this enlargement. Work was completed in 1969.
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Appendix 5 - 1971 Storeroom Extension

Plans dated February 1971 for replacement of the lean-to storage area (originally a kitchen and toilets) with a large storeroom and boiler room
with internal oil storage tank.
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31 March 2018

Ground Floor Plan Showing Location of Football Changing Rooms
East Boldre Village Hall
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Appendix 6 - 1981 Changing Rooms Extension

Plans for the addi�on of a changing room block were
submi�ed to the New Forest District Council in 1981.
The original plans cannot be located, possibly retained
by East Boldre Football Club, no longer in existence.
These later plans were drawn when the changing
rooms were converted into a community room.
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Appendix 7 - 1998 Main Entrance Extension

Plans dated 22 July 1997 for the addi�on of a new main entrance, a disabled toilet and a small office labelled ‘Recrea�on Room’. They
were submi�ed to the New Forest District Planning department on 6 February 1998. At this �me, the steps onto the stage from the main
corridor were moved to the rear of the stage and the original stage door was removed. Compare posi�on with plans in Appendix 4.
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October 2021

Existing Floor Plan 2021
East Boldre Village Hall, East Boldre, Hampshire, SO42 7WD

Scale(m) 1:100 (A3)Date:
Drawing Ref:

Description:
Site Location: 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Function Room

Toilets Toilets Kitchen

Main Hall / TheatreStage

Store Room

SecureRoom

Office

Disabled
WC

Main Entrance

GreenRoom

N

High level windows(Blue)

Roof beams

Appendix 8 - Exis�ng Floor Plan
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October 2021

Floor Plan 2021 with Original 1918 Floor Plan Overlay
East Boldre Village Hall, East Boldre, Hampshire, SO42 7WD
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Appendix 9 - Exis�ng Floor Plan with Original Floor
Plan overlay
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October 2021

Original 1918 Floor Plan
East Boldre Village Hall, East Boldre, Hampshire, SO42 7WD
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This area was a timber, barn-like extension with a
pitched roof matching the slope of the concert hall's
roof. Its dimensions are unknown but drawings suggest
it was a similar length to the concert hall and the width
and height were subordinate to the concert hall.

An enclosed walkway
connected this door to
the main YMCA building.
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Appendix 10 - Original Floor Plan c1918
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October 2021

Original 1918 Elevations
East Boldre Village Hall, East Boldre,
Hampshire, SO42 7WD
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Timber extension removed in1919.
Dimensions unknown.

Drawings suggest the length of the timber,
barn-like extension was similar to the length
of the concert hall but the height and width
were subordinate. Details of doors and
windows have not been found.

Appendix 11 - Original Eleva�ons c1918

Much of this wall was removed when a flat-roof extension was built along its en�re length. The second bu�ress from the
le� was removed but the other four survive. No original photographs, drawings or plans for the building have been found
so assump�ons have been made about the size and posi�on of the windows on this wall based on similar buildings.
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Stage

October 2021

1918 Internal Sections
East Boldre Village Hall, East Boldre, Hampshire,
SO42 7WD
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Appendix 12 - Internal Sec�ons and Roof Beam Details
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Stage Design
East Boldre Village Hall, East Boldre, Hampshire, SO42 7WD
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Appendix 13 - Internal Sec�on Showing Stage Design and Proscenium Arch
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November 2021

Door and Door Frame Design
East Boldre Village Hall, East Boldre, Hampshire, SO42 7WD
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The original architrave was removed from the
corridor side of the main entrance door into the
concert hall and replaced with modern architrave
during renovations and redecoration in 2009
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The original architrave remains in place
inside the door between the concert hall
and the green room, and both side of the
door between the stage and the green
room.

Cross section of
original skirting board
which only survives
on one internal wall
of the green room.
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Appendix 14 - Door and Door Frame Design
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Appendix 15 - Glossary of Architectural and Theatrical Terms

Bu�ress: A bu�ress is a structure of stone or brick built against a wall to strengthen or support it.

Cathedral Ceiling: A cathedral ceiling matches the shape of the roof pitch and has equal sloping
sides that are parallel to the actual pitch of the roof, o�en with no significant space between the
ceiling and roof. It is now commonplace to refer to cathedral ceilings as vaulted ceilings but vaulted
ceilings do not follow the pitch of the roof, giving a greater choice of ceiling styles and a space
between the ceiling and roof.

Flush Door: Flush doors have a solid or hollow core and are completely covered on both sides with
plywood or face veneer. Hollow cores are o�en strengthened using a cardboard honeycomb
between the plywood or face veneer sheets.

Gable Wall: A gable is a sec�on of wall located at the end of a pitched roof, between the edges of
the intersec�ng pitches. The term ‘gable end’ usually refers to the triangular sec�on of the wall
between the ridge and base of the roof. 'Gable wall' is used to refer to the gable end and the whole
wall below it.

Green Room: A space or room in a theatre or similar venue that func�ons as a wai�ng room and
lounge for performers before, during, and a�er a performance or show when they are not engaged
on stage. There is much debate about the origin of the term.

King Post: The King Post is a central ver�cal post working in tension to support the �e-beam from
the apex of the roof.

Panelled Door: The s�les (ver�cal members) and rails (horizontal members) are grooved along the
inner edges of the frame to receive panels which are commonly solid wood, plywood or glass.

Principal Ra�er: Principal ra�ers follow the pitch of the roof and support the weight of the roof
covering.

Proscenium: A proscenium arch is a frame around a proscenium stage, which is a stage where the
audience sits on one side only, usually in front of the stage (also known as end-on staging). The
audience faces one side of the stage directly, and may sit at a lower height or in �ered sea�ng.
Proscenium stages are some�mes raked, meaning it gently slopes upwards, away from the
audience.

Purlin: Purlins are horizontal �mbers that follow the length of a pitched roof. They are fixed
perpendicular to the principal ra�ers and a�ach the roof covering to the ra�ers.

Purlin Cleat: The force of gravity could cause the roof covering to slide down the pitch of the roof,
causing the purlins to �p over. Wedge-shaped or triangular purlin cleats are fixed to the purlins and
principal ra�ers to keep the purlins perpendicular to the ra�ers and prevent roof slippage.

Rail: The horizontal members of a door. If a lock is fi�ed through a rail, it is called a lock rail.

Stage-Le� and Stage-Right: The le�/right-hand side of the stage from the point of view of one on
the stage facing the audience.

S�le: The ver�cal members of a door. If a lock is fi�ed in the S�le, it is called the lock s�le.

Tie-beam: The �e-beam is a horizontal beam that prevents the principal ra�ers spreading under
weight of a roof.
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January 2022

Key to Photographs
East Boldre Village Hall, East Boldre, Hampshire, SO42 7WD
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Appendix 16 - Key to Photographs
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Appendix 17 - Schedule of Photographs

All photographs were taken by Stephen Antczak between September 2021 and January 2022 unless
otherwise stated

01 External - South-east corner

02 External - North-east corner

03 External - North-west corner

04 External - West eleva�on

05 External - South-west corner

06 External - War memorial

07 External - Window canopy

08 Main hall showing the 1918 stage

09 Main hall showing the east-facing wall

10 Back (north facing) gable wall of main hall

11 West-facing wall showing the common room extension

12 The stage showing the proscenium arch and plinths on which they sit

13 Plinth (stage-right) suppor�ng the proscenium arch

14 Top of plinth (stage-right) showing detail

15 Base of plinth (stage-right) showing detail

16 Side view of plinth (stage-right) showing the back is flush with the wall

17 Plinth (stage-le�) suppor�ng the proscenium arch

18 Top of plinth (stage-le�) showing the shape of the proscenium arch and angled wall

19 Side and rear view of plinth (stage-le�) showing the back is flush with the wall

20 Concave corner of the proscenium arch (le�-hand side as seen by the audience)

21 Concave corner of the proscenium arch (right-hand side as seen by the audience)

22 Shield at the centre of the proscenium arch

23 View of the stage’s footlight well at the front of the stage

24 View of corridor leading to the hall

25 Back of stage-le� showing a new sliding door in the back wall

26 Chipboard sheet used to cover the opening le� when the original stage-le� door was removed

27 Step from the green room to the stage, showing difference of 95 mm in floor height

28 Original stage-right door, frame and architrave

29 View of the original stage-right door from the green room

30 View of the stage ceiling from green room showing the principal ra�ers, �e-beam and king post.

31 View of the stage ceiling showing steel brackets used to join the various beams

32 View of the stage ceiling showing ligh�ng-beams

33 View of the stage ceiling from the hall, showing ligh�ng-beams and end beams

34 View of the stage ceiling from the hall, showing ligh�ng-beams and end beams

35 View of the main stage curtain rail
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36 View of prompt’s corner located at stage-right

37 View of the green room from the hall

38 View inside the green room showing the original gable (south-facing) wall

40 View inside the green room showing the original panelled door to the hall

41 View along the corridor from the main entrance

42 View along the corridor from the hall to the main entrance, looking up at the 1980s cupboard

43 View along the corridor from the main entrance to the small office showing an original bu�ress

44 View along the corridor to the main entrance from the small office showing an original bu�ress

45 View inside the kitchen showing an original bu�ress

46 View inside the kitchen showing an original bu�ress with kitchen units built around it

47 View inside the gents toilet showing an original bu�ress, boxed-in and �led

48 The original panelled door from the corridor to the hall viewed from the corridor

49 The original panelled door from the corridor to the hall viewed from the hall

50 View of the original door from the hall into the green room

51 Details of the door panels

52 View of the original brass doorknobs on the green room door

53 The original surface mounted mor�ce lock with brass doorknobs

54 The elaborate �mber header frame above the green room door

55 Close-up of the cornice above the green room door (le� side)

56 Close-up of the cornice above the green room door (right side)

57 Detail of the architrave on the hall side of the green room door frame

58 Close-up view of the original architrave inside the green room

59 Close-up view of the original architrave on both side of the stage-right door

60 The original surface mounted mor�ce lock with Bakelite doorknobs on the stage-right door

61 View up to the roof supports at the front of the hall

62 View up to the two roof supports in the hall taken from the common room extension

63 Close-up view of the king post

64 Close-up view of the king post

65 View of a principal ra�er and �e-beam showing the steel plate and coach bolts joints

66 Close-up view of the joint between a principal ra�er and �e-beam (west)

67 Close-up view of the joint between a principal ra�er and �e-beam (east)

68 View of original roof planks exposed in the high-level corridor cupboard

69 View of original principal ra�er, purlin, triangular purlin cleat and roof planks in green room (2012)

70 View of original purlin and roof planks in the green room taken in 2012

71 View of the �mber frame, ledge and brace doors taken in 2012

72 View of the uPVC emergency doors in the main hall installed in 2012

73 View of the high-level air vent between the corridor and the stage

74 View of the high-level air vent from the stage
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Photographic Record

01 South-east corner of the 1990s extension. Note the
war memorial relocated to the new build.

02 South-west corner showing 1960s storeroom
extension. Windows and doors replaced with uPVC units.

03 North-west corner showing 1960s storeroom, kitchen
and common room extension.

04 West eleva�on. Original windows removed. High-
level uPVC windows added. Note village homes in
background.

05 South-west corner showing 1980s changing room
extension and 1990s main entrance extension.

06 War memorial
relocated from
concert hall’s gable
wall to the new
extension.
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07 Window canopies constructed of boards
secured to the wall with �mber wedges and
coated with gri�ed roofing felt.

08 Main hall showing the 1918 stage, green
room le� of stage and corridor right of
stage. The cathedral roof is supported with
principal ra�ers, �e-beam and king post in
the centre. Note: steps in green room to
raised floor, stage door to green room at
back-le� of stage. Rear wall has been
painted as backdrop for the Pilley Players
2019 produc�on of ‘The Wizard of Odd’.

09 Main hall showing the east-facing wall.
Note: The emergency exit doors originally
joined the concert hall to the main YMCA
building. The wall to the le� of the stage is
angled at 33° to the line of the stage. The
gable wall (le�-hand side) was originally
open to a �mber barn-like extension, which
was removed in 1919 when the concert hall
was sold. Note also, two sets of ra�ers in
the main hall.
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11 West-facing wall showing the common
room extension.Much of this sec�on of the
original wall was lost when the kitchen,
toilets and common room extension was
added in the 1960s. The original windows
have been lost and new, high-level uPVC
double-glazed window units have been
added. Note the wall and door at the right-
hand side of the stage is set at an angle of
33° to the line of the stage.

12 The stage showing the proscenium arch and plinths on
which they sit.

10 Back (north facing) gable wall of main
hall is a �mber framed wall constructed in
the 1960s when the storeroom extension
was added to the hall. The wall panels are of
moulded MDF added in the early 2000s.
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13 Plinth (stage-right) suppor�ng the proscenium arch.
The wall to the le� of the plinth is set at 33° to the line
of the stage.

15 Base of plinth (stage-right) showing detail.
The floor below is �mber, probably not load-
bearing, sugges�ng the plinth is an integral
part of the wall.

14 Top of plinth (stage-right) showing detail. Note chipped
corners (also seen in photograph 13) revealing the plinth is
composed of plaster or similar material. Some fine detail has been
lost under several layers of paint.

16 Side view of plinth (stage-right) showing the back is flush with
the wall, again sugges�ng the plinth and proscenium arch are
integral to the wall
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17 Plinth (stage-le�) suppor�ng the
proscenium arch. Note the steps and
banister rail to the stage. The wall to the
right of the plinth and arch is set at 33° to
the line of the stage.

18 Top of plinth (stage-le�) showing the
shape of the proscenium arch and the 33°
angle in the line of the wall. Note the
chipped corners of the plinth.

19 Side and rear view of plinth (stage-le�) showing the back is flush
with the wall, again sugges�ng the plinth and proscenium arch are
integral to the wall
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20 Concave corner of the proscenium arch
(le�-hand side as seen by the audience).
Note the line of the ceiling reveals the
angled wall.

21 Concave corner of the proscenium arch
(right-hand side as seen by the audience).
Note the line of the ceiling reveals the
angled wall.

22 Shield at the centre of the proscenium
arch. It is not known which emblem was
displayed on the shield during WW1 but for
many years it was painted white. In 2015,
No.84 Squadron RAF dedicated its squadron
crest into the trust of East Boldre Village
Hall.
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23 View of the stage’s footlight well at the
front of the stage. Today, two RGB, DMX
operated LED Spectra Ba�en provide stage
foot-ligh�ng.

25 Back of stage-le� showing a new sliding
door in the back wall and the outline of the
sheet of chipboard covering the original
doorway. The white object on the otherwise
ma�-black door is a light switch, slightly
forward of the sheet of chipboard.
Photograph 26 shows the outline of the
chipboard sheet more clearly.

24 View of corridor leading to the hall. In
the centre of the picture are the 1990s steps
leading to the sliding door at the back of the
stage. To the right is the 1990s corridor to
the disabled toilet and small office. To the
le� of the steps is the corridor to the hall.
Following the line of the stage, which tapers
in towards the back of the stage, the
corridor becomes narrower towards the
hall. The original entrance door and part of
the original gable wall has been removed at
the wide-end of the corridor.
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28 Original stage-right door, frame and
architrave. Note the slope in the rear wall
compared to the ver�cal door frame.

29 View of the original stage-right door from the
green room. Note the original Bakelite door knob
and the hollow, flush door to the small office, cut
through the original gable wall when the extension
was added in the 1990s.

26 Chipboard sheet used to
cover the opening le� when the
original stage-le� door was
removed in the 1990s.

27 Step from the green room
to the stage, showing
difference of 95 mm in floor
height. A glimpse of the original
skir�ng board and architrave
can be seen.
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30 View of the stage ceiling from the green
room showing the principal ra�ers, �e-
beam and king post. A pair of cord-
operated, light-grey cross-stage curtains run
on a rail a�ached to the �e-beam. A further
beam near the back of the stage (rear
beam) is set into the stage walls, parallel to
the �e-beam. This is further supported in
the centre by a steel eye-bolt fixed to the
two purlins which form the ridge. The eye-
bolt is more clearly seen in Photograph 34.
A set of light-grey borders is a�ached to this
rear beam.

The rear beam supports four 2” x 4”
ligh�ng-beams running from the �e-beam
to the back of the stage to which lights and
props can be secured. Two shorter 2” x 4”
end beams sit on top of the four ligh�ng-
beams at the back of the stage (see
photographs 33 and 34). Each of these is
further supported with eye-bolts a�ached
to the purlins.

31 View of the stage ceiling. Close
inspec�on shows steel brackets are used to
join the various beams. The brackets are
bolted to the beams.

32 View of the stage ceiling showing
ligh�ng-beams. One of the two end beams
can be seen si�ng on top of the ligh�ng-
beams.
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33 View of the stage ceiling from the hall,
showing ligh�ng-beams and end beams.

34 View of the stage ceiling from the hall,
showing ligh�ng-beams and end beams.
Close inspec�on show steel eye-bolts
suppor�ng the beams.

35 View of the main stage curtain rail. The
curtain rail is fixed to the underside of a 9” x
1” plank which sits on �mber ba�ens
screwed to the wall. The plank is further
supported by �mber strips of various sizes,
nailed to purlins. A length of fence-wire,
nailed to the �mber ba�ens at intervals,
supports the main border, shown in the
photograph, which is �ed to the wire using
ribbons.
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36 View of prompt’s corner located at stage-right. Originally,
this was an opening into the green room but at some stage it
was boxed-in using �mber planks. It appears to be a DIY
construc�on, possibly by the East Boldre Players who were ac�ve
through the 1980s and 90s.

37 View of the green room from the hall. The
�mber wall on the right was created when the
prompt’s corner was built.

38 View inside the green room showing the original gable
(south-facing) wall. The door to the small office was installed
during the 1990s. The original, panelled stage-right door is seen
on the right. A narrow cupboard on the le� houses the main 3-
phase electrical consumer unit. Modern storage cupboards and
coat hooks have been installed. Note the small hole next to the
door handle, made by years of impacts from the Bakelite door
knob on the stage door. The hole allows inspec�on of the
original brickwork behind the plasterboard wall panels.

39 View inside the green room showing the original
panelled door to the hall. The wooden structure in
the centre is the DIY prompt’s corner.
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40 View along the corridor from the main
entrance. Following the line of the stage
wall, the corridor becomes narrower
towards the hall. The original panelled door
is in end wall which is angled at 33° to the
line of the stage.

41 View along the corridor from the hall to
the main entrance. Note the high-level
cupboard installed in the 1980s to house
hot and cold water storage tanks for the
football changing room showers. Beyond
the cupboard is the 1990s main entrance
extension with a lower ceiling height.

42 View along the corridor from the hall to
the main entrance, looking up at the 1980s
cupboard for hot and cold water storage.
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43 View along the corridor from the main
entrance to the small office showing an original
bu�ress, now plastered and panelled.

44 View along the corridor towards the main
entrance from the small office showing an original
bu�ress and part of a modern suppor�ng wall.

45 View inside the kitchen showing an original
bu�ress. The door is set into the original west-
facing wall of the concert hall.

46 View inside the kitchen showing an original
bu�ress with kitchen units built around it.
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47 View inside the gents toilet showing an
original bu�ress boxed in and �led. The box
also covers a soil vent pipe which explains
why the bu�ress seems to be wider than
the others.

48 The original panelled door from the
corridor to the hall viewed from the
corridor. The sharp angle in the corner is a
result of this wall being set at an angle of
33° to the line of the stage. The architrave is
a standard, modern replacement for the
original architrave which was lost during
one of the many renova�on to the building.
Similarly, the original skir�ng boards have
been replaced at some �me.

49 The original panelled door from the corridor to
the hall viewed from the hall. The elaborate
�mber frame, �mber header frame and moulded
cornice are en�rely original. The original brass door
knobs and surface mounted mor�ce lock have been
replaced both sides with modern lever-on-
backplate handles with no lock, mounted through
the lock style.
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50 View of the original door from the hall into the
green room. This door, the frame, header frame
and cornice exactly match the door to the corridor
on the opposite side of the stage.

51 Details of the door panels. Keys for the original mor�ce
locks have long since gone missing so, for security, a
tradi�onal Yale rim cylinder lock has been mounted
through the lock style.

The original surface mounted mor�ce lock with brass
doorknobs, mounted on the lock rail, is s�ll in place.

52 View of the original brass doorknobs on the
green room door.

53 The original surface mounted mor�ce lock with
brass doorknobs, is mounted on the lock rail inside
the green room.
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54 The elaborate �mber header frame
above the green room door is a
con�nua�on of the architrave either side of
the door frame. The cornice above the
header frame is made of plaster or similar
material and, with no visible means of
support, it is likely to be set into the
brickwork. The brass plate commemorates a
former caretaker (see photograph 56).

55 Close-up of the cornice above the green
room door. A small chip is missing from the
le�-hand corner of the cornice. Several
layers of paint applied over the past century
have dulled any fine detail that was once
visible in the �mber mouldings.

56 Close-up of the cornice above the green
room door. A large chip is missing from the
right-hand corner of the cornice revealing it
is made of plaster or a similar ceramic
material.

The clock is a replica of the clock in Winston
Churchill’s war office. It was placed in the
hall in memory of Mrs Lillian Deakin,
deceased, who was the hall’s caretaker for
nearly a quarter of a century from 1982
un�l 2006. This is recorded on the brass
plate seen in photographs 54 and 55.
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57 Detail of the architrave on the hall side of
the green room door frame. Several layers of
paint applied over the past century have
dulled any fine detail that was once visible.

58 Close-up view of the original architrave
inside the green room.

59 Close-up view of the original architrave
on both side of the stage-right door taken
from the stage side of the door.

60 The original surface mounted mor�ce
lock with Bakelite doorknobs, is mounted
on the lock rail of the door to stage-right,
inside the green room. Note the original
architrave.
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61 View up to the roof supports at the
front of the hall. The principal ra�ers, �e-
beam and king post are visible but the
purlins and purlin cleats have been covered
with a layer of Celotex insula�on and
plasterboard.

62 View up to the two roof supports in the hall taken from
the common room extension.

63 Close-up view of the king post which is made
using two 4 inch by 1½ inch planks bolted either
side of ra�ers and beams using square-head,
½ inch coach bolts.
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64 Close-up view of the base of a king post
which is made using two 4 inch by 1½ inch
planks bolted either side of the beam
using square-head, ½ inch coach bolts.

65 View of a principal ra�er and �e-beam
showing the steel plate and coach bolts
used to join them together.

66 Close-up view of the joint between a
principal ra�er and �e-beam at west-facing
side, showing the steel plate and ½ inch,
square head coach bolts used to join them
together. A further bolt passes ver�cally
through the �e-beam and principal ra�er.

A 2 inch by 1 inch �mber ba�en is nailed to
the principal ra�er to �dy-up the edge of
the recently added plasterboard ceiling and
to hold the plasterboard and Celotex
insula�on in place.
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67 Close-up view of the joint between a
principal ra�er and �e-beam at east-facing
side, showing the steel plate and ½ inch,
square head coach bolts used to join them
together. A 2 inch by 1 inch �mber ba�en is
nailed to the principal ra�er to �dy-up the
edge of the recently added plasterboard
ceiling and to hold the plasterboard and
Celotex insula�on in place.

68 View of original roof planks exposed in
the high-level corridor cupboard for hot and
cold water storage tanks.

69 View of original principal ra�er, purlin,
triangular purlin cleat and roof planks in the
green room, taken in 2012 before Celotex
insula�on and a plasterboard ceiling was
installed. The photograph was taken looking
towards the main hall door.

70 View of original purlin and roof planks in the green room, taken in
2012 before Celotex insula�on and a plasterboard ceiling was
installed. The photograph was taken looking towards the south-facing
gable wall.
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71 View of the �mber frame, ledge and
brace doors in the main hall. The
photograph was taken in 2012 before the
doors were replaced with uPVC doors
shown in photograph 72. The �mber doors
were warped, and dra�y, and suffering from
wet-rot, especially on the frame. The
emergency panic bolts were not up to
current EU and UK safety standards at the
�me.

72 View of the uPVC emergency doors in the main hall
installed in 2012 to comply with EU and UK safety
standards and to improve insula�on and comfort in the
hall.

73 View of the high-level air vent between the corridor and the
stage. It is covered-up with grey card to prevent stray light and
noise from the corridor disturbing stage produc�ons. Judging by
the state of the stage-side of the vent, it probably dates back to
when the concert hall was built.

74 View of the high-level
air vent from the stage.
Its dilapidated state
suggests it is original.
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